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| NT. APARTMENT LIVING ROOM - NI GHT - SLOW MJ NO SOUND
JACOBI NA, JOE, SALLY, JACK, & PHYLIS (all mid to | ate 20s)
sprawl confortably on a |arge couch. Al are laughing to
varyi ng degrees at sonething on an offscreen TV.

Sally has a nedical boot on her foot.

Phylis & Jack playfully throw a pillow at Joe who bats it
away with a smle towards Jacobi na who play-acts being
wounded.

SALLY checks her phone and her face falls.

Jack inquires. Sally tries to play it off, but notions that
she’s going to get up and step outside. Sally picks up a
cane and unsteadily steps away. Jack | eaves with her.
Jacobi na takes their place on the couch and | aughs at the TV
agai n.

TI TLE CARD

| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Phylis - now sweaty and pani cked - takes cover behind the
end of the couch. She is holding her face in pain and
shaking with fear.

PHYLI S
(whi sper ed)
O God, our nmaster. You are the
eternal life and everl asting peace

by Your essence and attributes--
Jacobina’s voice interrupts her prayer

JACOBINA (O S.)
Ch what? You're going to hide now?
It’s not a big place. 1’"mgoing to
find youl!

Down the hallway, a door is heard opening.

JCE (O S.)
What’ s goin on? Were' s Phyl ?

JACOBI NA (O S.)
Hi di ng sonewhere. Being a little
fucking bitch? Did you hear what
she said to ne?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JOE (O S.)
Uh. . no?

JACOBI NA (O S.)
|’ mnot going to repeat it, but it
was not okay.

JCE (O'S.)

Do you want ne to talk to her about
it?

JACOBINA (O S.)
No, we’re done tal king about it.

She’s in here sonmewhere. |’ m going
to find her and beat the shit out
of her.

EXT. BEAUTIFUL CI TY OVERLOOK - SAME NI GHT

Sally pulls out a cigarette. She feels around for her
lighter.

JACOBI NA (V. 0Q)
She doesn’t even know what's about
t o happen.

Jack lights the cigarette for Sally. She takes a draw.

SALLY
Ck, say what you just said again.

JACK
| said if you want me to quit so
that | can help you job search
"1l do that.

SALLY
Ri ght, but, Sweetie, that doesn’t
make any sense. Then we’ d both be
unenpl oyed.

She is looking in wonder at him Sonethi ng has changed.

JACK
Yeah, you're right. It was a stupid
i dea, Sal. Forget | said anything.

SALLY
(enpat heti cal | y)
No.



| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM

Phylis peeks around the edge of the couch to see Jacobina &

Joe at the other end of the room

Jacobina is peering around the room | ooking for

spot s.

JOE
| still don't understand what she
could have said that's so awful.

JACOBI NA
What? My word it was fucked isn’t
enough?

JOE
, I just, | was in the bathroom
di dn’t hear what happened.

JACOBI NA

W’ ve known each ot her how | ong and

you still don’t trust ne.

JCE
No, | do. | just...

Joe nmekes eye contact with Phylis. He nods in an

way to her. Jacobina doesn’'t see this.

JCE
.1 think it’s inportant to know
everyt hi ng before--

JACOBI NA
And what about the last tinme, |
tol d you soneone was fucking ne
over and you didn’t believe ne?

JCE
C non, that’s not fair. |I’m al ways
there for you

JACOBI NA
Yeah, six nonths too | ate maybe.

Joe has no answer.
JACOBI NA

So, how about this tine, you trust
me, your friend, and help ne | ook?

hi di ng

"1 got you"

Phyl i s ducks back behind the couch as Joe struggles to find

wor ds.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

SALLY (V.Q)
Way is that sonething you d be okay
with?

EXT. BEAUTI FUL CI TY OVERLOCOK

Jack | ooks away from Sally and out to the city. Sally keeps
scrutini zi ng Jack.

JACK
| don’t know. It just seened like a
thing to do. | thought it would
make you smle

SALLY
So you weren't serious?

JACK
Sure, yeah. Let's, yeah. Sure.

SALLY
Cause it, it felt like you neant
it.

JACK
| don’t know, naybe. Baby, | was
just trying to help.

SALLY
But you see how that doesn’t hel p,
right?

JACK
Yeah! | get it, I...Yeah, | do.

Okay? We shoul d probably start
headi ng back soon.

He starts to nove back the way they cane. Sally softens and
steps closer to him

SALLY
No, no, don’t. Don't check out on
me. We need to tal k about this.

JACK
Ok, we can. I'mjust...



| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM
Phylis tries to craw silently around the back of the couch.

JACK (V. Q)
...1"mfeeling kinda trapped right
NOW.

PHYLI S
O our Sustainer! Gant us the life
of true peace and usher us--

Jacobi na stands on the couch and tries to see where Phylis
is.
JACOBI NA
You can’t hide forever, pal!

JOE
Phyl ? If you can hear ne. Cone on
out. We'll talk.

Jacobi na wal ks al ong the couch as Phylis noves to avoid her
gaze.

JACOBI NA
| shoul d have seen this com ng when
| let her nove in with ne.

JCE

Wasn’t she living here before you?
JACOBI NA

Uh, no! | was here, then | had to

nove away because of that =*thing*.
And when | cane back, they' d | eased
it to her. Doesn’'t nmake it her

pl ace.

JOE
Get down from there? You re making
a ness.

Jacobi na | ooks down at her feet.
JACOBI NA
Yeah, she hates when I’ m anywhere
near her couch with shoes on.

An idea strikes her and she hops off the couch.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

JCE
What are you doi ng?

Phylis peeks over to try and nmake eye contact with Joe, but
he’s foll owi ng Jacobi na out of franme. Phylis drops back down
and | ooks over at the door to the apartnent.

SALLY (V.Q)
Ck, | can give you sone space but
we have to get through this, Jack.

EXT. BEAUTIFUL CI TY OVERLOCK

Sally takes a gentle step back from Jack. He breathes
deeply.

JACK
I just don’t get what the big dea
is.

SALLY
Jack, Baby, the big deal is, |
don't think this is the only tine
you’ ve done this.

Jack | ooks at her confused.

SALLY
You always |let ne shower first.
Even when | take too | ong and use
all the hot water and how many
ti mes have you driven ne to the
ai rport? How nmany Ubers have you
t aken? How many of Phylis’ s Gane
Ni ghts have we m ssed because | was
in a nood? How many tinmes have you
made ne breakfast before work and
then not had tinme to eat?

JACK
| I'ike making you feel |oved.

SALLY
But | don't feel loved if you re
hurting yourself for ne.

JACK

It’s not hurting me, | can handl e
it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

SALLY
Well, y know | could handle it too.
It doesn’t have to all be on your
shoul ders. W aren’t fragile.

JACK
No, but it... | nean, kinda.

It’s Sally’s turn to | ook at hi mconfused.

JACK
| nmean, it’s just, y’ know, baby,
you' re perfect. You are. And | want
you to feel perfect. And just
sonetinmes you need a little help.

Sally realises the bonb Jack dropped a second before he
does.

JACK
Un..I, um..

JACOBI NA (V. Q)
" mjust doing what you woul d do.

| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM

Phylis’s inching toward the door stops when she hears
Jacobina & Joe in the kitchen. Jacobina is rumragi ng around
in the fridge.

JACOBI NA
You' re al ways the one pushing
everyone to go the extra mle and
not take shit from anybody.

JOE
Yeah, other people. Not our
friends.

JACOBI NA
Ch, she and | have never been
friends.

She straightens up and rai ses her voice.
JACOBI NA
You hear that, Pal? Knew you were
going to do sonething like this
eventual ly. Well, listen to this.

Jacobina holds up two little vials.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 8.

JOE
Wait, is that her insulin--

Jacobi na cuts himoff by popping the caps off and pouring
t he nedi ci ne down the sink

Behi nd the couch, Phylis hyperventil ates.

JACOBI NA
(to the room
How s that? Huh!? And oh | ook.

She picks up Phylis’s cell phone from her desk.

JACOBI NA
You have a call with your famly
tonmorrow, don’t you?

She lets the cell phone drop to the floor and starts
aggressively stonping on it.

Joe | ooks defeatedly fromthe phone to the rest of the room

JOE
Phylis, please cone out, okay. You
don’t want to nmake this worse.

JACK (V. Q)
|’mjust trying to help you.

EXT. BEAUTIFUL CI TY OVERLOCK

SALLY
Do you think I need help with
everyt hi ng?

JACK
No, but, | nmean...nmnmy career is a
l[ittle nore stable than yours and
|"ve got the tinme and noney to
support you and hel p you be as
perfect as |I know you can be.

Sally is taking this in.
SALLY
Have you felt this way our whol e

rel ati onshi p? That |’ m perfect, but
| need hel p?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACK
| don’t know when it started. |’ ve
al ways t hought you were perfect.

SALLY
What about | ast week? When | cal |l ed
that guy the r-word for cutting nme
off intraffic?

JACK
W were running |ate, you were
having a bad day. It happens to al
of us.

SALLY
And the rent I owe you from3
nmont hs ago that | still haven’t
pai d back?

JACK

You had to pay for treatnent on
your ankle. | get it. Youll get it
to me when you can.

SALLY
And when we noved in together and I
told you | was trying to quit and
asked you to hel p ne.

JACK
Ri ght, and | have been--

Sally holds up the cigarette he Iit for her.

JACK

Well that’s just...you...today...
SALLY

Jack, I’mnot perfect. And you

can't keep cushioning the bl ows
when |ife clocks ne one.

JACK
No, | can. Because you are. You
have to be.
SALLY
Why ?
JACK
Be...because...| feel that you are.

And if that’s not true, if this
feeling is wong then...then |I'm

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



11

CONTI NUED: 10.

JACK (cont’ d)
worried that loving you is a
m st ake.

Silence. They stare at each other. A whole city between
t hem

PHYLIS (V.Q.)
So, this is where we're at?

| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM

Jacobi na and Joe | ook at each other. Between them Phylis
stands up. They both turn and | ook at her. Jacobina is
panti ng.

JACOBI NA
Vell | ook who decided to grow a
pair.

PHYLI S
What am | supposed to do when
you're...

She gestures to the destruction Jacobi na has caused.

JACOBI NA
And how do you think | feel?
Everything |’ ve been through and
you' re still acting like I’ m not
justified--

PHYLI S
What about what you put ne
t hrough?l set boundaries, you
ignore them | try to--

JACOBI NA
Who gave you the right to set
boundaries in nmy apartnent--

PHYLI S
This isn’t your apartnent! It’s--

JCOE
That’'s enough! Stop it!

Phylis and Jacobi na stop arguing. Joe takes a few breaths.
JCE

k. Now, Phylis, we will hear your
side in a second. Jacobi na was

( MORE) ( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 11.

JOE (cont’d)
talking so let’s let her finish,
can we?

JACOBI NA
Thank you, Joe.

PHYLI S
Are you kidding!? After all this,
you' re still listening to her. Look
what she did.

Phylis gestures to the bruise on her face.

JOE
That’ s not great. But she says you
gave her good reason.

PHYLI S
| did?? Do you even know what
happened?

JACOBI NA
Fuck you!

Jacobi na lunges at Phylis and pushes her backwards over the
couch. Jacobi na advances around the couch.

JACOBI NA
"1l show you what good reason
| ooks i ke.
The sounds of Jacobina pumeling Phylis fill the roomas Joe

| ooks on hel plessly. Phylis is scream ng for help.
JCE
Um .. Jake...you shouldn’t...
EXT. BEAUTI FUL CI TY OVERLOOK

A vi ol ent punch/scream conbi nati on echoes over the scene
change.

SALLY

Do you really believe that, baby?
JACK

No, | don’t. But I'’mscared. I'm

scared of spending ny life with
soneone who isn’t right for ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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SALLY
Do | have to be perfect to be right
for you?

JACK
Perfect for ne, yeah?
SALLY
Do you think you' re perfect?
JACK
No, I...
SALLY

| don’t either. But you re the
person |’ve been with the | ongest.
And | don’t see that changi ng. But
we can’t chase things that aren’t
real. We can’t hurt ourselves for
things that aren’t real. The thing
is, Jackiebear, you had to be

i mperfect for me to be ok sharing
ny inperfections with you.

JACK
That’'s why you | ove ne?

SALLY
|"ve | ost count of the reasons.

Jack fights back tears.

SALLY
But one of the big ones was we
pushed each other. W held each
other to a higher standard. Is that
sonet hi ng we can do agai n?

JACK
Can | hold you in person while
we’ re hol di ng each other to higher
st andar ds?

12.

Sally takes his hand and he pulls her into a hard enbrace.

They hol d

each other as if they Il never |et go.

Jack’ s hand

tightens on Sally’s shirt and he pulls her closer.
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13.

| NT. APARTMENT LI VI NG ROOM
Joe’ s hand grabs Jacobina s collar and pulls her back.

JACOBI NA
What are you doi ng? Let go!

O fscreen, Phylis is gasping for air.

PHYLIS (O S.)
Pl ease. Pl ease. Thank you. Pl ease.

Joe | ooks at Phylis and then back at Jacobi na.
Wth a tiny nod, he hands her a cushion fromthe couch.
Jacobi na neets his eyes and takes it.

PHYLIS (O S.)
Joe? What are you..

Jacobi na takes the pillow and steps offscreen.

JACOBI NA (O S.)
Now keep your nouth shut!

PHYLIS (O S.)
No, no. Stop fucking please--

Her words are nuffled as Jacobi na presses the pillow down
and keeps punchi ng.
| NT. APARTMENT ENTRANCEWAY - NI GHT

Jack and Sally enter. At the foot of the stairs, Jack steps
to the side to let Sally go first.

SALLY
Not going to offer to carry ne?
JACK
Nah, |’m done with that. You' re on
your own.
SALLY
What if I'’mreally cute?
JACK
| don’t know, maybe if you were

perfect.
They smile and ki ss.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

JACK
Now, cone on. Keep up

He jokingly el bows past her and goes first. Sally nockingly
gasps in shock.

JACK
Hey, 1’1l help you back up if you
fall down.

SALLY

| can live with that.
She smles and clinbs the stairs behind him

He is waiting at the top pretending to check sonething off
on a cli pboard.

JACK
Hi gher standard: Achieved.

SALLY

(1 aughi ng)

You know, you just m ght be
perfect.

JACK
Nah, | still have a long clinb to
go.

SALLY

l’mright there with you.
Arnms around each other, they walk to the apartnment door.
SALLY
W’ ve been gone a while. | wonder
what the others have gotten up to.

FADE TO BLACK



